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SuBJECT: Youth Department of Chinese Moslem &samhﬁ&gn{¢4~£)i arznj?é,

‘M, HSIEH Sung-tlac (%"%T 4‘/\ 3%)3 Deputy Chief of the Youth
Department of the China Moslem Asgzciationg Asslistant Secretary-
General of the Association and one of the Asscclation®s 31 Directors,
told the reporting officer on August 19 that the purpose of the
Youth Department was to mobilize Moslem youth on Formosa in support
of President CHIANG Kal-shek’s March 29 call to unify young Chinese
againast communism and to arcuse young Moslems in continental China
and throughout the Islamic world to the menace of internetional
conmuriism, In another sense, he explained, the eatablishment of
the Youth Department 1s a revival of the youth astivities formerly
carried on in China by the Asscciation =~ not a new development,

The term "youth" geems somewhat libsrally construed as Mr,
Haleh said that the more than 1,000 persons who have so far regic-
tered as members of the Youth Department ranged in age from 15 to
50 years and ths average sge was 30, The Departmen’ has chosen to
define "youth" as essentially a state of mind and to allow anyone
to join who considers himself as one of the young L. spirit, he
remarked,

Fuller informetion on the Department is given in the
enclosed memorandum, “The Youth Department of the Chinese Moslem
Association", prepared by Mr, Richard LOW, & Chinese member of
the Embassy staff,

Mr, Hsieh declared that the China Moslem Association was
striving to make clear to Moslems everywhere how the Commmists
oppressed their co-religionists in China, The Moslem armiss of
Northwest China, together with certein new elements, he said, had
been formed by the Cemmumiasts into 10 divisiona (which he estimated
to total about 100,000 men), In genersl, he remarked that it was
difficult to keep informed on conditions in Red China but that news
filtered cut through Hong Kong, Pakistan and elsewhers,

The China Moslem Association tries toc keep in touch with simi-
lar Islamic organizations in the Middle East, chiefly through
correspondence (notably, between General PAI Chung-~hsi, head of ‘
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3 the Assaciatioh;-and hié caunterparts‘abroad;)0 Iullah Ayatullah I
KASHANI, leader of the Iranian lfoslems, 1s one of the persons
General Pal exchanges letters with.

Mr, Hsleh astated that in Merch 1852 a world conference of
Moslems had been held at Kaprscial and that 53 nations had been
represented there. The dele ute for the China .loslem Assocliatlon
and the personal representative of General Pal was iir. WANG Tseng-
shan (X £ ), a former Comnissioner of Sinkiang Province,

Mr., Wang is presently teaching the Chinese classics in the "Palace
of the Pakistan Governor'" at Karachi and is well situated to
obtain news about [loslems in Sinkiang and China's lorthwest,

According to Mr, Hsieh, the ioslems of Iran were not repre-
sented in the HMarch conference at Karachli, Hls explanation for
this fact was that the conference was "British-backed" and there-
fore the Iranien lfoslems, being so near to Russia and strongly
anti-British in feeling, did not wish to particlpate. Asked how
the conference could be "British-backed"™ in view of the general
hostllity towards Dritain on the part of most %oslems, Iir. Hsieh
replied only that while the loslems were greatly opposed to
"British imperialism" they also recognized that Britain was a
prominent member of the Free Worlid and hence British and Moslems
had common interests.

Howard P, Jonea
Charge d'Affairae a.i.

Enclosure:

Memorandum, "The Youth Department
of the Chinese iloslem Association®,
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